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Dear Friend of NRVC, 

In his Apostolic Letter to All Consecrated People on the Occasion of the Year of 
Consecrated Life, Pope Francis encouraged us “to look to the past with gratitude 
… to live the present with passion” and “to embrace the future with hope.”

These three words, gratitude, passion, and hope, undoubtedly characterized our 
work at NRVC during this unprecedented year commemorating consecrated life. 

• NRVC hosted in Rome the first ever international meeting for representatives of vocation 
centers from the western world;

• The NRVC-established National Fund for Catholic Religious Vocations (NFCRV) granted 
over $200,000 to eight religious institutes to alleviate the educational debt of 10 candidates 
for religious life;

•  A new NRVC/CARA Study on the Influence of Family on Vocations to Religious Life and 
Priesthood was released in September;

• In partnership with TrueQuest Communication, approximately 18,000 resources packets 
for the Year of Consecrated Life were mailed to parishes around the country;

• The largest NRVC contingent ever participated in the fresh, newly revised vocation venue 
at the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC); and

• Today’s Catholic Sisters were celebrated at four gatherings held around the country in part-
nership with four Catholic universities.

In addition to all of the above, the NRVC administration was restructured and expanded from 
three to seven full-time members to meet the needs of the rapidly changing landscape of vocation 
ministry. 

While all of this speaks of today’s passion and tomorrow’s hope, what is truly inspirational is the 
continued support of our NRVC board, staff, members, and benefactors who believe in our mis-
sion and who desire to see a vital future for religious life. To them I extend my heartfelt gratitude. 

In “Wake the World with Dawning Joy,” a hymn commissioned by NRVC and VISION for the 
Year of Consecrated Life, we sing “Let us wake the world with uplifting words of hope.” In look-
ing at the past accomplishments of NRVC, I think you would agree that we have sung a song this 
past year not only of hope, but of gratitude and passion as well. Blessed be God forever!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

 
Brother Paul Bednarczyk, C.S.C.
Executive Director
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2015 Year of Consecrated Life
WAKE UP THE WORLD !

2015 HIGHLIGHTS AND INITIATIVES

NRVC reorganization and regional reconfiguration

With the hiring of a Director of Development and Database 
Administrator, NRVC completed the organizational expan-
sion recommended in 2012 by the American City Bureau 
and outlined in the NRVC Strategic Priorities & Manage-
ment Plan. NRVC now has seven full time staff members, 
up from three in 2013, a change that supports our growing 
influence both in the United States and internationally.
 After a careful, three-year consultation process involv-
ing the NRVC membership, regional coordinators, and the 
study of other national organizations, the NRVC Board 
approved a new regional configuration better suited to serve 
the needs of the membership. In 2016 NRVC will transi-
tion from 14 geographic regions to 12 Member Areas with 
more fluid boundaries. As a benefit of NRVC membership, 
members may attend gatherings and programs in any of the 
Member Areas at a special membership price.

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Support

With the generous support of the Conrad N. Hilton Foun-
dation, NRVC undertook the following projects in 2015:

InternatIonal VocatIon conference In response to the 
unique vocation challenges faced by the Western devel-
oped nations, NRVC hosted an unprecedented meeting 
of international vocation leaders to share vocation-related 
information, identify common needs and challenges, and 
explore future areas for worldwide collaboration in promot-
ing vocations to consecrated life. Leaders from the United 
States, Canada, England/Wales, Ireland, France, Germany, 
Australia, the South Pacific Islands, and New Zealand 
participated in the three-day conference, which was held in 
February at the lstituto Maria Santissima Bambina, located 

just outside of St. Peter’s Square in Rome.  
Also attending was Father Hank Lemoncelli, O.M.I., from 
the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and So-
cieties of Apostolic Life (CICLSAL), the Secretaries General 
of the International Union of Superiors General (UISG) and 
the Union of Superiors General (USG), and the Vice-Pres-
ident of the Union of the European Conferences of Major 
Superiors (UCESM). 
 The conference culminated with the delegates presenting 
their findings and recommendations to several representa-
tives from CICLSAL. The delegates also released a statement 
presenting a range of common concerns, including the need 
for a comprehensive theology of religious life and the need to 
collaborate on and share communications and resources.
 A subgroup of the International Vocation Conference 
delegates reconvened in Paris in December to explore further 
actions in relation to issues defined at the Rome conference. 
NRVC was represented both in Rome and Paris by Brother 
Paul Bednarczyk, C.S.C, Executive Director, Sister Deborah 
Borneman, SS.C.M., Director of Member Relations and Ser-
vices, and Brother Ronald Hingle, S.C., NRVC Board Chair.

the Year of consecrated lIfe  
With our partner, TrueQuest 
Communications, NRVC 
undertook a comprehensive 
plan for promoting the Year of 
Consecrated Life, which began 
on November 30, 2014 and 
concluded on February 2, 2016. NRVC and VISION Voca-
tion Guide commissioned world-renowned composer Steven 
Warner from the University of Notre Dame to write an 
anthem in honor of the Year of Consecrated Life. The result, 
“Wake the world with dawning joy,” inspired by the words of 
Pope Francis, urges men and women religious to continue to 
wake the world with their witness. The song lyrics and music, 
in multiple languages, were made available for download on 
both the NRVC and VISION websites and were published by 
World Library Publications. 
 NRVC and TrueQuest also created a special Year of 
Consecrated Life logo in multiple languages and published 
resources available to religious communities and parishes to 
encourage the celebration of this special year. The hymn and 
logo were used by several other countries worldwide. NRVC 
also created a beautiful, stand-alone banner celebrating the 
Year of Consecrated Life, which many religious communities 
purchased for their celebrations.

the role of the famIlY In nurturIng VocatIons to the re-
lIgIous lIfe and PrIesthood NRVC commissioned a study 
conducted by the Center for Applied Research in Apostolate 

Vocation leaders met in February in Rome for the  International 
Vocation Conference.
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2015 HIGHLIGHTS AND INITIATIVES

ing candidates. These grants support the vocation journeys 
of ten young women pursuing their dreams to become 
religious sisters. The candidates are profiled on the NFCRV 
website, nfcrv.org. 
 Director Mark Teresi and the NFCRV Board imple-
mented a strategy designed to promote the mission and 
goals of NFCRV to foundations and potential donors across 
the country. The goal of the Fund is to increase the num-
ber of candidates to religious life by 10 percent in 10 years. 
With a grant from the GHR Foundation, the first video 
promoting NFCRV was created and can be viewed on You-
Tube. The video, produced by TrueQuest Communications 
in collaboration with Phil Loftus of Stubborn Wave Mar-
keting, captures the vitality, enthusiasm, and spirituality of 
this exciting new initiative. 
 NFCRV is grateful to the Conrad N. Hilton Founda-
tion and the GHR Foundation for their generous financial 
support.

Today’s Catholic Sisters:  
Who They Are. Why We Need Them.

In conjunction with 
the Year of Conse-
crated Life, NRVC 
hosted symposia 
on women religious 
at four universities 
sponsored by wom-
en religious commu-
nities: University of 
the Incarnate Word 
(San Antonio), 
Dominican Uni-
versity (Chicago), 
Immaculata Univer-
sity (Philadelphia), 
and Mount Saint 
Mary’s University 
(Los Angeles). The 
symposia were intended to raise awareness of the impor-
tance of women religious to the Church and the world as 
well as to counter the myths of religious sisters presented 
in the media.
 Each half-day symposium featured presentations 
by the three authors of “The New Generation of Catholic 
Sisters: the Challenge of Diversity,” Dr. Mary Gautier, Sr. 
Mary Johnson, S.N.D.deN., and Sr. Patricia Wittberg, S.C. 
The author presentations were followed by a panel discus-
sion with four young and newly professed sisters reflecting 

(CARA) on the influence of families on the discernment of 
vocations to the religious life and priesthood. 
 The study results point to patterns of family life that 
are nurturing to religious and priestly vocations. Survey 
respondents were more likely to have attended Catholic 
schools, went to Mass together as a family, prayed together 
at home, displayed religious art in their homes, and were 
involved in parish life. Having a family member who was a 
religious or priest was another positive influence on priest-
ly and religious vocations, as was the presence of Catholic 
media in the home. Family members who responded to the 
survey recommended that families should discuss religious 
and priestly vocations as life options and encourage and 
support family members who are considering or who have 
chosen these vocations. 
 NRVC released the study in conjunction with the 
2014 and 2015 Synod on the Family in Rome and the 8th 
World Meeting of Families held in Philadelphia in Sep-
tember, 2015. NRVC and its partner, the National Fund for 
Catholic Religious Vocations (NFCRV), were both present 
as exhibitors at the World Meeting of Families. They pro-
vided information on concrete steps families can take to 
support vocations. Members from Region 3 helped to staff 
the NRVC booth, which was available to approximately 
17,000 Catholics from 150 countries.
 The complete study is available at www.nrvc.net.

catholIc sIsters InItIatIVe conVenIng NRVC’s Brother 
Paul Bednarczyk, C.S.C. and Sister Debbie Borneman, 
SS.C.M. participated in a November gathering in Pasa-
dena, California of the 32 organizations that have received 
grants from the Catholic Sisters’ Initiative of the Conrad 
N. Hilton Foundation. The Hilton Foundation sponsored 
the convening, which allowed grantees to network, share 
what they’ve learned from their projects, and respond to 
a study the Foundation conducted of public perceptions 
of Catholic sisters. Brother Paul was one of three panelists 
who responded to the study.

National Fund for 
Catholic Reli-
gious Vocations 
(NFCRV)

In 2015, through the 
vision and generosity 

of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, NFCRV awarded its 
first grants to eight religious communities who are NRVC 
members to assist with the educational debt of 10 incom-

Who they are. Why we need them.

Today’s Catholic  
Sisters Gatherings
Executive Summary
 

By Brother Paul Bednarczyk, C.S.C. 
Executive Director 
National Religious Vocation Conference

 
April 18, 2016
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2015 HIGHLIGHTS AND INITIATIVES

Vocaciones sin Fronteras en un Mundo Cambiante/
Vocations without Borders in a Changing World 

NRVC partnered with Catholic Extension to assist 62 
Spanish speaking Sisters from Latin America in becoming 
relevant, proficient, and credible pastoral ministers who are 
also confident vocation promoters. The sisters attended a 
workshop in June, at the Sacred Heart Retreat House in Al-
hambra, CA. This event included presentations, small-group 
activities, and time for participants to network with one an-
other. This workshop addressed the Clarity and Appreciation 
of Culture; Theology of Call, the Role and Responsibilities of 
Vocation Promoters; and Building a Culture of Vocations. 
 Sister Deborah M. Borneman, SS.C.M., NRVC di-
rector of member relations and services, and Ms. Erika 
Cedrone, Catholic Extension Director of Mission, coordi-
nated the project. Ms. Rosa Maria Gouveia served as the 
workshop translator. NRVC members Sister Elsa Garcia, 
C.D.P., and Sister Raquel Ortez, S.S.N.D. were the work-
shop presenters. 

Multicultural Diversity Symposium

NRVC hosted a symposium in June in Washington, DC, 
to review and discuss the 2014 NRVC/CARA Study on 
Cultural Diversity in Religious Life. The purpose of the 
symposium was to explore further the implications of cul-
tural diversity in religious life by sharing the results of the 
study. Invited guests to this special event included direc-
tors of national Catholic organizations, major superiors, 
and formators in the Washington, DC metropolitan area. 
The event, attended by 30 people, was held at the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops office. Dr. Mary 
Gautier, PhD, senior research associate at CARA, present-
ed the results of the study. A panel of young, multiethnic 
religious then responded to the report. As a result of the 
symposium, the NRVC board is planning creative ways to 
continue the important discussion of cultural diversity in 
religious communities.

Men Religious Moving Forward in Hope

In May, a sub-committee of the Men Religious Moving 
Forward in Hope planning committee met in Chicago to 
review the insights and recommendations from the 2013 
and 2014 gatherings of men religious and to develop further 
strategies for dealing with the crucial issues facing men’s 
religious communities. The committee also discussed how 
communities utilized the Culture of Vocations Assessment 
tool, developed by Brother John Mark Falkenhain, O.S.B., 

on what attracted and sustains them in religious life. The 
young sisters represented 16 different religious commu-
nities from both the Leadership Conference of Women 
Religious (LCWR) and the Council of Major Superiors of 
Women Religious (CMSWR). Audience assessments of 
the symposia were universally positive. A summary of the 
symposia is posted on the NRVC website, nrvc.net.
 NRVC is grateful to the GHR Foundation for fund-
ing the Today’s Catholic Sisters symposia and to the four 
universities for co-hosting the events. 

NRVC at NCYC

Nearly 20% of NRVC religious institutes participated 
in the biennial National Catholic Youth Conference 
(NCYC), November 19-21, 2015, sponsored by the Na-
tional Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM). 
The 2015 NCYC theme was Here I Am Lord/Aqui Estoy 
Senor. NRVC members representing 55 religious institutes 
participated as exhibitors, vocation team members, story 
tellers, and animator mentors. 
 NCYC is a three day high-energy experience of 
prayer, community, service, and keynote speakers for over 
24,000 teens, parents, and youth ministers from around 
the country. To commemorate the Year of Consecrated 
Life, fifteen religious institutes taught their spirituality 
and prayed their various devotions together in the Cha-
pel.  Brother Ronnie Hingle, S.C., NRVC board chair, and 
Sister Deborah M. Borneman, SS.C.M., NRVC director of 
member relations and services, also presented a workshop 
on discernment with a panel of NRVC members. 

NRVC members representing 55 religious institutes took 
part in the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) held 
November 19-21 in Indianapolis.
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 HORIZON strives for the highest standards in jour-
nalism, and in 2015 it was recognized by the Catholic Press 
Association with awards for achievement in feature writ-
ing, analysis, book reviews, and spiritual reflection. 
 HORIZON also took steps in 2015 to increase its pres-
ence in social media: increasing its activity on Twitter and 
establishing itself on Facebook. In this way, the publication 
hopes to increase its impact in nurturing a culture of voca-
tion. NRVC friends are encouraged to find the journal on 
Twitter at @scheibercarol and on Facebook at HORIZON 
Vocation Journal.

VIsIon VocatIon guIde and websIte

With the help of a Conrad N. Hilton grant, VISION was able 
to update its website and produce its special Year of Conse-
crated Life issue, and through-
out 2015 distribute hundreds of 
thousands of resources:

• 17,000 printed Year of 
Consecrated Life parish 
packets 
• 150,000 prayer cards 
• 150,000 VISION guides 
and 150,000 bookmarks.

 VISION 2016, published in 
August 2015, featured a special 
cover and reflection in honor of the Holy Year of Mercy.
 VISION Vocation Guide remains the most compre-
hensive vocation resource available in print and online for 
men and women discerning a vocation to religious life. 
VISION was honored by the Catholic Press Association and 
Associated Church Press with eight awards for excellence in 
2015.
 In the spring of 2015, VISION traveled to Krakow with 
the planning committee for the English-speaking pavilion 
to prepare for the 2016 World Youth Day. VISION will have 
a strong presence in Krakow in 2016 and actively engage 
young Catholics and promote VISION guide and Vocation-
Network.org.
 VISION promoted vocations and its sponsoring re-
ligious communities at a number of youth conferences in 
2015, through extensive online advertising, and with the 
distribution of guides and bookmarks throughout the U.S. 
and Canada in print and digitally across the globe.
 To better serve its international readers/discerners, VI-
SION continues its international outreach to other vocation 
conferences, most particularly Vocations Ireland, Compass 
in the U.K., and the French Bishops Conference.

2015 HIGHLIGHTS AND INITIATIVES

which had been distributed to all participants of the Men 
Religious Moving Forward in Hope participants. 

NRVC Regional Coordinators Annual Meeting

Nineteen regional coordinators gathered in Chicago for the 
annual meeting held in September. The agenda included an 
update of the board strategic plan and the board propos-
als for regional reconfiguration, an update from the NRVC 
executive director which included plans for World Youth 
Day, the International Vocations Conference, the Symposia 
for Today’s Catholic Sisters, and two new NRVC professional 
studies. Each coordinator was given a new handbook and 
training to provide information on membership engagement, 
digital resources, and professional development workshops, 
including Vocaciones sin Fronteras en un Mundo Cambiante, 
a collaborative program with Catholic Extension. Communal 
prayer was integrated throughout the days including a com-
missioning service of the regional coordinators.

NRVC Publications

horIZon 

In 2015 HORIZON gave special 
attention to the Year of Conse-
crated Life, with a column dedi-
cated to news and reflections on 
religious life. HORIZON also 
covered the historic interna-
tional gatherings of vocation 
conferences held in Rome in 
February and December. Other 
editions looked at Pope Francis’ 
impact on vocations and, in light 
of the Synod on the Family, on family concerns connected 
to vocations.

Regional coordinators for NRVC gathered in Chicago 
September 28-30 to prepare for leading their regions.
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Black Religious Committee
Sister Josita Colbert S.N.D.deN.
Sister Gayle Lwanga Crumbley, R.G.S.
Sr. Marie DeMontfort, S.S.F.
Sister Patricia Dual, O.P.
Sister Magdala Marie Gilbert, O.S.P.
Sister Chala Marie Hill, F.H.M.
Mr. Mark McGuthrie 
Friar Douglas McMillan, O.F.M. Conv.
Sister Patricia Rogers, O.P.

Editorial Board
Ms. Carol Schuck Scheiber, editor
Sister Susan Rose Francois, C.S.J.P.
Father Christopher Gibson, C.P.
Sister Virginia Herbers, A.S.C.J.
Sister Cathy Jones, R.A.
Father Adam MacDonald, S.V.D.
Mr. Andrew O’Connell
Sister Mary Rowell, C.S.J.
Brother Tom Wendorf, S.M.

Finance Advisory Committee
Brother Paul Bednarczyk, C.S.C.
Sister Janice Bemowski, R.C.
Ms. Melissa Keane-Smetana
Mr. Wayne Montague, Interim Director  
 of Finance and Operations
Ms. Geraldine Smrcina
Mr. Keith Zekind

Resource Advisory Committee
Sister Deborah Borneman, SS.C.M.
Sister Maria Brizuela, O.S.F.
Sister Michael Francine Duncan, S.S.M.O
Ms. Patrice Tuohy
Mr. Len Uhal
Sister Mary Yun, O.P.

NRVC/CARA Study Working 
Group: The Role of Family in 
Nurturing Vocations to Religious 
Life and Priesthood
Brother Paul Bednarczyk, C.S.C.
Sister Mary Bendyna, O.P.
Sister Patricia Dual, O.P.
Mrs. Maryellen Glackin
Reverend John Guthrie
Father Jonathan Kalisch, O.P.
Ms. Beth Mahoney
Mrs. Rosemary Sullivan 
Ms. Patrice Tuohy

Planning Committee, Today’s 
Catholic Sisters Symposia
Brother Paul Bednarczyk, C.S.C.
Dr. Mary Gautier, Ph.D.
Sister Mary Johnson, S.N.D.deN.
Sister Walther Maher, C.C.V.I.

Sister Rose Bernadette Mulligan, I.H.M.
Dr. Claire Noonan, D.Min.
Dr. Rachel Hart-Winter, Ph.D
Sister Kathy Stein, C.S.J.
Sister Patricia Wittberg, S.C.

Design Committee, Vocation 
Ambassadors Program
Sister Deborah Borneman, SS.C.M.
Ms. Miranda Caulkins
Ms. Debbi Della Porta
Sister June Fitzgerald, O.P.
Father Adam MacDonald, S.V.D.
Ms. Valerie Oltmanns
Father Larry Rice, C.S.P.
Sister Theresa Sullivan, D.C.

Design Committee, Vocaciones 
sin Fronteras en un Mundo 
Cambiante/Vocations without 
Borders in a Changing World
Ms. Ana Bojorquez
Sister Deborah Borneman, SS.C.M.
Ms. Erika Cedrone
Sister Elsa Garcia, C.D.P.
Sister Mary Jane Gawlik, C.S.S.F.
Sister Teresa Gomez, H.H.S.S.
Sister Raquel Ortez, S.S.N.D.
Sister Elyse Ramirez, O.P.

NRVC Regional Coordinators
Sr. Alice Abate, O.Carm.
Sister Connie Bach, P.H.J.C. +
Sister Amelia Breton, S.B.S. ++
Sister Maria Brizuela, O.S.F.
Sister Natalie Cain, S.S.J. +
Sister Rita Cameron, P.B.V.M.
Sister Patricia Connolly, D.C. ++
Mrs. Nancy Costello
Sister Joyce Detzel, C.D.P.
Sister Michael Francine Duncan, S.S.M.O.
Sister June Fitzgerald, O.P. +
Sister Jeanne Marie Gocha, C.S.J.

Sister Monica Gundler, S.C.
Sister Roselle Haas, r.c. +
Mr. Chris Irr +
Sister Katherine Kase, C.S.C. ++
Sister Adrienne Kaufmann, O.S.B. ++
Sister Lisa Laguna, D.C. ++
Sister Vicki Lichtenauer, S.C.L. ++
Sister Anna Maria Lionetti, R.S.H.M.
Father Don Miller, O.F.M. ++
Sister Celeste Mokrzycki, S.S.J. +
Sister Julie Myers, O.S.F. ++
Sister Mary Elizabeth Nelsen, C.S.J.
Sister Eileen O’Connor, O.S.B. +
Father Rocco Puopolo, S.X. +
Sister Mary Teresita Richards, S.N.D. +
Mr. Jack Ridout ++
Sister Sarah Roy, O.S.F. ++
Sister Mary Colleen Schwarz, O.S.B.
Sister Barbara Ann Smelko, S.C. 
Sister Christine Still, O.S.F. +
Sister Pat Twohill, O.P. ++
Sister Therese Vanesse, D.H.S. ++
Mr. Len Uhal
Sister Hannah Vanorny, O.S.B. 
Sister Sue Weetenkamp, R.S.M. ++
Sister Mindy Welding, I.H.M. +
Sister Mary Pat White, R.S.C.J. +
Sister Mary Yun, O.P. +

+ Began term Summer 2015
++ Ended term Summer 2015

NRVC National Board
Father Toby Collins, C.R. +
Sister Josita Colbert, S.N.D.deN. ++
Sister Gayle Lwanga Crumbley, R.G.S.
Sister Anna Marie Espinosa, I.W.B.S.
Sister Michele Vincent Fisher, C.S.F.N.*
Brother Ronald Hingle, S.C.*
Sister Maria Iannuccillo, S.S.N.D.*
Sister Kristin Matthes, S.N.D.deN. +
Father Donald Miller, O.F.M.
Sister Priscilla Moreno, R.S.M.
Sister Anita Quigley, S.H.C.J.
Brother Tom Wendorf, S.M.

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

The 2015-16  
NRVC Board

Father Vince Wirtner, 
C.PP.S.

Brother Paul  
Bednarczyk, C.S.C.,  
ex officio
Julie Durkin  
Montague, secretary

+ Began term Fall 2015
++ Ended term Fall 2015
*Member of NRVC  
Executive Committee
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National Religious Vocation Conference Statements of Activities  
Years Ended December 31, 2015 and 2014

$360,573  $ $360,573

 8,940 2,000,000 2,008,940

 64,537  64,537

 52,893  52,893

 10,480  10,480

 314,933  314,933 

 27,237  27,237

 10,162   10,162 

 898,350 (898,350) -   

 1,748,105 1,101,650  2,849,755

 

 272,427  272,427 

 144,234   144,234 

 49,368  49,368

 72,662   72,662 

 227,552  227,552

 486,082   486,082

 35,836  35,836 

 68,816  68,816 

 193,000  193,000

 52,893  52,893

 1,602,870    1,602,870

 145,235 1,101,650 1,246,885 

 381,742 425,167 806,909 

$ 526,977 $1,526,817 $2,053,794 

 Unrestricted  Restricted  Total  Unrestricted  Restricted  Total
                                Temporarily                         Temporarily

 2015 2014

REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Membership 

Contributions and grants 

Publications and resources 

In-kind donations 

Honoraria 

Workshops and programs 

Investment income (Note 3)  

Miscellaneous income  

Net assets released from restriction 

  ToTal Revenues and suppoRT

EXPENSES
Salaries and benefits 

Administrative and general 

Board and committees 

Publications and resources  

Workshops and programs 

Hilton Foundation program 

GHR Foundation program  

Porticus Foundation program

Grant awarded to affiliate  

In-kind donations 

  ToTal expenses 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  

NET ASSETS
  Beginning of year 

  End of year  

$ 348,000 $  $348,000

 17,322 56,855 74,177

 73,202  73,202

 103,156  103,156

 10,947  10,947

 182,592  182,592 

 1,136  1,136

 7,843  7,843 

 698,415 (698,415) -

 1,442,613 (641,560) 801,053

 211,607  211,607  

 163,630  163,630 

  28,463  28,463

 103,923  103,923  

 99,405  99,405  

 622,294  622,294 

 38,580  38,580 

 37,540  37,540   

 -  - 

 103,156  103,156

1,408,599 1,408,599

 34,014  (641,560) (607,546) 

 526,977 1,526,817  2,053,794

$560,991  $885,257 $1,446,248

FINANCES 
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NO ONE can be excluded from the 
mercy of God . . . the Church is the 
house that welcomes all.

—pope FRancis, aT The Mass MaRking  
The sTaRT oF The holy yeaR oF MeRcy  

COLLABORATING ORGANIZATIONS

NRVC    is privileged to collaborate and partner with several Church organizations in their 
promotion of consecrated religious life. Their support is integral to our mission 

and helps us to sustain the vocation culture we celebrate. 

Major Collaborating Organizations

Conference of Major Superiors of Men (CMSM)
Congregation for Consecrated Life and Societies  
 of Apostolic Life (CICLSAL)
Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious (CMSWR)
J. S. Paluch Co., National Vocation Awareness Division
Leadership Conference for Women Religious (LCWR)
National Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors  
 (NCDVD)
Religious Brothers Conference (RBC)
Resource Center for Religious Institutes (RCRI)
Religious Formation Conference (RFC)
USCCB Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life,  
 and Vocations

Other Collaborating Organizations

Catholic Campus Ministry Association (CCMA)
Catholic Volunteer Network
Catholics on Call
Center for Applied research in the Apostolate (CARA)
Communicators for Women Religious (CWR)
Giving Voice
Hispanic Women Religious
National Catholic Sisters Week
National Catholic Young Adult Ministry Association  
 (NCYAMA)
National Conference of Vicars for Religious (NCVR)
National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministers (NFCYM) 
Serra, USA Council

International Vocation Organizations

Catholic Vocation Ministry Australia (CVMA)
Congregational Leaders Conference Aotearoa, New Zealand  
 (CLCANZ)
European Vocations Services (EVS)
German Bishops’ Conference for Clergy and Consecrated  
 Life
International Union of Superiors General (UISG)

National Association of Vocation and Formation Directors  
 (Canada)
National Service for the Evangelization of Youth and  
 for Vocations, French Bishops’ Conference (France)
Office of Vocations, Bishops’ Conference of England  
 and Wales
Religious Leadership Conference, South Pacific Islands
Union of Superiors General (USG)
Union of the European Conferences of Major Superiors   
 (UCESM)
Vocations Ireland
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CONTRIBUTORS

NRVC  is grateful for the generosity of our benefactors 
who contribute to our organization in grants, in-kind 

contributions, and financial donations. The following list reflects all gifts 
received from Jan. 1, 2015 to Dec. 31, 2015. Any donation or service 
received after that time will be included in next year’s gift report. Every 
effort was made to acknowledge all gifts received. We regret any errors 
or omissions and would appreciate receiving the corrected information.

MISERICORDIA 
SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
Adorers of the Blood  
of Christ 
 St. Louis, MO

Apostles of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus 
 Hamden, CT

Augustinian Friars 
   San Diego, CA

Augustinian Friars 
   Chicago, IL

Benedictine Sisters 
   Clyde, MO

Benedictine Sisters 
 Crookston, MN

Benedictine Sisters 
 Fort Smith, AR

Benedictine Sisters 
   Elizabeth, NJ

Benedictine Sisters 
   Fort Smith, AR

Benedictine Sisters 
   Watertown, SD

Carmelite Sisters for the 
Aged and Infirm 
   Germantown, NY

Congregation de Notre 
Dame 
 Wilton, CT

Congregation of Bon Secours 
   Marriottsville, MD

Congregation of Divine 
Providence 
 San Antonio, TX

Congregation of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel 
   New Orleans, LA

Daughters of Wisdom 
   Islip, NY

Dominican Sisters of  
Mission San Jose, CA 
   Fremont, CA

Dominican Sisters of Peace 
    Columbus, OH

Dominican Sisters 
   Racine, WI

Dominican Sisters 
 San Rafael, CA

Franciscan Sisters of  
Perpetual Adoration 
 La Crosse, WI

Grey Nuns of the Sacred 
Heart 
   Yardley, PA

Jesuit Fathers and Brothers 
   St. Louis, MO

Little Company of Mary 
Sisters 
    Evergreen Park, IL

Missionaries of the Holy 
Family 
   San Antonio, TX

Norbertine Fathers and 
Brothers 
   Paoli, PA

Our Lady of Victory  
Missionary Sisters 
 Huntington, IN

Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ 
 Donaldson, IN

Presentation Sisters of the 
P.B.V.M. 
   New Windsor, NY

Religious of the Assumption 
 Worcester, MA

Religious of the Sacred 
Heart of Mary 
   Tarrytown, NY

School Sisters of Notre Dame 
   Baltimore, MD

School Sisters of Notre Dame 
 St. Louis, MO 

Sisters of Charity  
of Cincinnati 
 Mt. St. Joseph, OH

Sisters of Charity  
of Leavenworth 
 Leavenworth, KS

Sisters of Charity of Saint 
Elizabeth 
   Convent Station, NJ

Sisters of Charity of St. Vin-
cent De Paul, New York 
 Bronx, NY

Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas 
   Cumberland, RI

Sisters of Mercy 
 Merion, PA

Sisters of Providence 
 Renton, WA

Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet, MO 
   St. Louis, MO

Sisters of the Holy Family  
of Nazareth 
 Des Plaines, IL

Sisters of the Precious 
Blood, Dayton 
   Dayton, OH

Sisters of the Third Order  
of St. Francis 
   Oldenburg, IN

Sisters, Servants of the  
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
   Immaculata, PA

Society of Helpers 
   Chicago, IL

Society of the Catholic 
Apostolate 
   West Hyattsville, MD

Society of the Divine Word 
   Techny, IL

Society of the Holy Child 
Jesus 
   Rosemont, PA

Society of the Sacred Heart 
   St. Louis, MO

Ursuline Sisters of the  
Roman Union 
 Kirkwood, MO

ORGANIZATIONS/
FRIENDS

Anonymous
Conrad N. Hilton  
Foundation 
 Agoura Hills, CA
DePaul University 
 Chicago, IL

GHR Foundation 
 Minnetonka, MN

J.S. Paluch Company 
 Franklin Park, IL

Ms. Carol Schuck-Scheiber 
 Toledo, OH

TrueQuest Communications 
 Chicago, IL

Vincentian Community 
 Chicago, IL

NRVC DONORS

Mr. Wayne Anderson 
 Darrington, WA

Mr. Arthur Bayer 
 Muenster, TX

Brother Paul Bednarczyk, 
C.S.C. 
 Chicago, IL

Ms. Ida Beni 
 Clearwater, FL

Monsignor Paul Bochicchio 
 Montclair, NJ

Sister Deborah Marie  
Borneman, SS.C.M. 
 Chicago, IL

Father Jerome Botsko 
 Homer City, PA

Brothers of the Poor of St. 
Francis 
 Cincinnati, OH

Brothers of the Sacred Heart 
   New Orleans, LA

Brother Kevin Brutcher, F.S.C. 
 Minneapolis, MN

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Byrne 
 Basking Ridge, NJ

Mr. and Mrs. Alberto  
Cardenas & Son 
 San Antonio, TX

Mr. Michael Carnevale 
 Wilmington, DE

Ms. Mildred Caruso 
 Hot Springs, AR

Mrs. Laurence Chavez 
 Albuquerque, NM

Brother Patrick Concidine, 
C.Ss.R. 
 Liguori, MO

Mr. Robert Condon 
 Kansas City, MO

In celebration of the Year of Consecrated Life and in anticipation of the Holy Year of Mercy, 
NRVC established the NRVC Misericordia Scholarship Fund to provide grants for NRVC 
membership and programs to religious institutes in need. The scholarship fund allows NRVC 
to welcome all to our mission of promoting religious life for the next generation. NRVC is 
grateful to the generous NRVC member communities that contributed to the Misericordia 
Scholarship Fund.
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Brother Kent Connolly, F.S.C. 
 Chicago, IL

Father Robert Cross 
 River Forest, IL

Mr. Norman Cudeck 
 Buffalo, NY

Father Richard Deitch 
 Rancho Mirage, CA

Mr. Michael Delany 
 Rockford, IL

Father Edward Dhondt 
 Anderson, IN

Dominican Friars, St. 
Albert the Great 
 Chicago, IL

Mr. Jeremiah J. Donovan 
 Quincy, MA

Mr. Alfred Drumm 
 San Jose, CA

Mrs. Susanna H. Engelsman 
 San Diego, CA

Rev. Jerome C. Esper, C.S.C. 
 Notre Dame, IN

Mr. Laurence Fahrner 
 Belleville, IL

Mr. James H. Fayfer 
 Saginaw, MI

Mr. Donald F. Fessler 
 St. Petersburg, FL

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Forte 
 Rutherford, NJ

Franciscan Friars, Conventual 
 Mount Saint Francis, IN

Mr. Richard Giacalone 
 Grand Haven, MI

Mr. Rocco A. Giammichele 
 Elmira, NY

Mr. Joseph S. Giancola 
 Felch, MI

Glenmary Home Missioners 
 Fairfield, OH

Most Reverend Raymond E. 
Goedert 
 Chicago, IL

Ms. Christina Grapes 
 West Union, IA

Father Thomas A. Haren 
 Garfield Heights, OH

Ms. Margaret Hayes 
 Hopedale, IL

Father Kenneth Heberlein 
 Houston, TX

Mr. Carlos Hermida 
 Doral, FL

Mr. Arthur Hewing 
 Neoga, IL

Mr. Guy N. Hoffman 
 Trenton, NJ

Father John Itzaina, S.D.B. 
 San Francisco, CA

Ms. Elizabeth Jacobs 
 Blue Mounds, WI

Mr. Phillip Jaeger 
 Harvard, IL

Mr. Paul Kerby 
 Greeley, CO

Father Gerald Knueven 
 Perrysburg, OH

Father Michael J. Kolodziej, 
O.F.M. Conv 
 Chicago, IL

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard 
Kondenar 
 Antioch, IL

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard 
Kondenar 
 St. Louis, MO

Brother Anthony Kreinus, 
S.V.D. 
 Epworth, IA

CONTRIBUTORS   

Ms. Patricia Lamb 
 Minerva, OH

Father Francis Landry, C.P. 
 Scranton, PA

Sister Julia C. Lanigan, 
G.N.S.H. 
 Yardley, PA

Brother Robert E. Lavelle, 
C.S.C. 
 Gates Mills, OH

Mr. Carl A. Lekan 
 Park Ridge, IL

Mr. Robert Lobo 
 Hicksville, NY

Mr. and Mrs. L.F. Loughlin 
 Culver City, CA

Mrs. Barbara Macek 
 Huntley, IL

Father Ambrose J. Mahon 
 Edina, MN

Mr. George Manz 
 Bear, DE

Mr. John J. McDonnell 
 Arlington Heights, IL

Ms. Beverly McGinley 
 Nashua, NH

Mr. Bryan T. McGrory 
 Cincinnati, OH

Missionaries of Saint 
Charles-Scalabrians 
 Sun Valley, CA

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne and 
Julie Montague 
 Chicago, IL

Mr. Harry Monteith 
 Richland Center, WI

Deacon Roger P. Mullaney 
 Phoenix, AZ
Mr. Thomas Mulligan 
 Lincolnwood, IL
Brother Chris Neuman, O.S.B. 
 Cicero, IL
Mr. Ngoe Nguyen 
 San Jose, CA
Father Tri J. B. Nguyen 
 Johns Creek, GA
Mr. Frank S. Oleskiewicz 
 Framingham, MA
Ms. Lourdes Pamplona 
 Rolling Meadows, IL 
Mr. Donald Parente 
 Chicago, IL
Mr. Louis Perez 
 San Angelo, TX
Mr. James Podanowski 
 Buffalo, NY

License    605
Single    198

Collaborators /staff    43

Total Members       846

Total Institutes         291

Total membership reflects:

Sisters     588

Priests/ Deacons   141

Brothers         53

Laypeople        64

2015 NRVC MEMBERSHIP

THROUGH your contributions NRVC is able to produce these 
award-winning resources.

2015 Catholic Press Association award winners: 

Best Feature article: ProFessional & sPecial inter-
est Magazine (including clergy & religious), First 
Place, HORIZON, “11 reasons to keep building our 
future” by FatherBernhard Eckerstorfer, O.S.B 

Best essay originating with a Magazine or news-
letter: religious order Magazine, Second Place, 
HORIZON, “God does more than we can ask or 
imagine” by Sister Catherine Bertrand, S.S.N.D

Best rePorting on a sPecial age grouP, Second 
Place, HORIZON, “Midlife vocations” by Sister Adrienne Kaufmann, 
O.S.B. and Sister Amy Hereford, C.S.J.

Best review section, Third Place, HORIZON, “Book Notes” by Sister 
Renée Daigle, M.S.C., Carol Schuck Scheiber, Craig Gould

Best Blog: PuBlication Blog, Third Place , VISION Vocation Guide, 
“Questions Catholics Ask” by Alice Camille and Jennifer Tomshack

Best essay originating with a Magazine or newsletter: ProFessional 
& sPecial interest Magazine (including clergy & religious), Honorable 
Mention, HORIZON, “ ‘The Joy of the Gospel’ has messages for us” by 

Sister Theresa Rickard, O.P.

2015 Associated Church Press 
award winner:

Best in class, Award of Merit, 
VISION Vocation Guide Year of 
Consecrated Life parish resource 
packet



MISSION OF THE NRVC
The National Religious Vocation Conference (NRVC) is a professional organization of vocation 
ministers that presents religious life as a viable option in the Catholic Church. NRVC promotes 
vocation awareness, invitation, and discernment to life as a religious sister, brother, or priest. 
NRVC reflects all forms of religious life and provides educational opportunities, resources, and 
other supportive services for spiritual, professional, and personal growth.

NRVC GOAL #1: The NRVC proclaims a positive and hopeful image of religious life in the 
Church and society, while affirming the call to holiness of each person.

NRVC GOAL #2: The NRVC provides education, resources, networking, and support to its 
members and others involved in vocation work.

NRVC GOAL #3: The NRVC promotes dialogue among national organizations concerned with 
Church vocations, in particular to religious life.

NRVC GOAL #4: The NRVC recognizes and values the diversity within our church and strives to 
be inclusive of this diversity in all of its endeavors and programs.

NRVC GOAL #5: The NRVC fosters dialogue on vocational issues with a variety of church 
organizations with special emphasis on those who serve young adults and parents.
    

NRVC GOAL #6: The Executive Director, staff, and board of the NRVC ensure that the 
administrative responsibilities of the organization support and facilitate the purpose and 
mission of the organization.

5401 South Cornell Avenue, Suite 207 
ChiCAgo, illinoiS 60615  
773-363-5454  
nrvC@nrvC.net | nrvC.net

CONTRIBUTORS

Mr. and Mrs. Janusz Pyrich 
 Chicago, IL

Ms. Rita Regis 
 Downers Grove, IL

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Reilly 
 Mill Valley, CA

Father Raymond P. Roden 
 Corona, NY

Sr. Mary Patrick Salm, O.S.F. 
 Wheaton, IL

Mrs. Deborah Scalzetti 
 Philadelphia, PA

Mr. Alvin Schettler 
 Larchwood, IA

Father James P. Serowik 
 Endicott, NY

Father William Sherman 
 Grand Forks, ND

Ms. Ronnie Sidebottom 
 Clifton Heights, PA

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N.  
Simmons 
 Hot Springs, SD

Sisters of Charity of St. 
Augustine 
 Richfield, OH

Sisters of the Incarnate Word 
and Blessed Sacrament 
 Corpus Christi, TX

Father William J. Tkachuk 
 Chicago, IL

Miss Elizabeth M. Tucker 
  Clinton Township, MI

Sr. Helen Vahling, O.S.F. 
 Joliet, IL

Ms. Sandra M. Vandaele 
 East Moline, IL

Mrs. Dora Weiske 
 Joliet, IL

Mr. Michael Welling 
 Lake Placid, FL

Mr. John B. White 
   Elmont, NY

Sister Rebecca Wolf, O.S.F. 
 Artesia, NM

Mr. Eugene J. Zbikowski 
 Wauconda, IL

Mr. Edmund R. Zeiler 
 Temperance, MI

Sr. Joanne Zielinski, D.W. 
 Omaha, NE


